What does EBN online mean for the reader?
Each new issue of EBN will be put online at the same time as the print version is distributed. Therefore, readers outside of the UK will not have to wait for days or weeks to enjoy the journal. Each issue will be available in full (including tables and figures). It will be available in PDF format, making it easy to download and print out articles rather than having to read them on screen. There will be a fully searchable archive of all issues since the journal's launch in 1998. Additional "web extra" material will be provided. This will include lists of other high quality articles that passed the rigorous EBN selection criteria but which, in the judgment of the editors, were not as widely applicable to nursing practice (Other articles noted section of the journal). Again, these will be text searchable and will be linked to the original article/Medline abstract. We also hope to include additional information that cannot usually be accommodated in the print copy because of limited space. It will be possible to include multimedia features, including video and audio clips. Indeed, if there is something that you would like to see included, let us know and we will do our best to accommodate the request.
Additional features
These include: for specific areas of interest x Editors' choice: each month the editors will select an article that they think is of high priority, which will be available as full text even to non-subscribers x eLetters: we want the site to be a forum for debate, so if you wish to comment on any editorial, abstract, or commentary published in EBN, you can send an eLetter using the eLetters link at the beginning of each article. Your response will be posted on EBN online within a few days of receipt (subject to editorial screening) x Top 10 journals: click on the "top 10" button on the homepage to see which are the most frequently read articles each month x Useful links: this page will take you to other important nursing resources such as Nursing Standard Online or Nursing Spectrum. Again, we welcome your input as to the type of resources you would like to see included.
Searching facility
One of the most important aspects of any good web site is its searching function. In building EBN online, we considered this to be of primary importance. All abstracts, commentaries, EBN notebooks, implementation studies, B list articles, letters, and glossaries are searchable. The searching facility breaks the searches down into original citation authors, commentators, and authors of notebook or implementation editorials. You can then also define your search further by specifying words in the title and abstract of the article that you want to look for. However, you can also do much more. If, for example, you have an interest in the effects of smoking and smoking cessation, you can enter this into the search field. You would get a list of over 10 articles on this subject in EBN since 1998. You may then read the abstract in the January 2001 issue of EBN (p13) on smoking cessation rates after various interventions and decide that you would like to identify other studies written on the same subject by the author of the original article, Tim Lancaster. If you then search for this author using the "expand your search" option, you can look across all the Highwire journals for articles that Dr Lancaster has published. This search would highlight 2 other articles on smoking cessation, one in Tobacco Control and one in Quality in Health Care, which you could link to, plus an article in Epidemiology and Community Health on hormone replacement therapy. If you click on the link to one of these articles, say Tobacco Control, and still want to know more, the search facility comes up with a box that allows you to:
x Look for other articles on this subject within Tobacco Control x Search Medline for all articles by T Lancaster x Be alerted when new articles from the Highwire journals cite this article x Download the reference to your citation manager. EBN online will be available at no extra cost to personal print subscribers once access controls are put in place in October. Online only subscriptions will be available and institutions will have online access included in their print subscription until 2002. Nonsubscribers will be able to purchase individual articles or short term access to the entire site.
The rapid penetration of the internet worldwide means that important clinical research can be disseminated more quickly and effectively. We want Evidence-Based Nursing to be an integral part of the wider nursing community and to fulfil the needs of its readers. We welcome your comments on any aspect of the journal. 
How to cite material from Evidence-Based Nursing
The citation styles given below can be used when citing material that was published in Evidence-Based Nursing.
Citation for material from an editorial + Mulhall A. Nursing, research, and the evidence [editorial] . Evidence-Based Nursing 1998 Jan;1:4-6.
Citation for material taken from a structured abstract, written without attribution by a staff member + Sucrose and commercially available milk reduced crying in newborns during a blood collection procedure [abstract] . Evidence-Based Nursing 1998 Jan;1:10. Abstract of: Blass EM. Milk-induced hypoalgesia in human newborns. Pediatrics 1997 Jan;99:825-9.
Citation for material taken from a commentary to an article. + Carlisle C. Commentary on "A conceptual model described how adults responded to a simulated literacy assessment." Evidence-Based Nursing 1998 Jan;1:29. Comment on: Brez SM, Taylor M. Assessing literacy for patient teaching: perspectives of adults with low literacy skills. J Adv Nurs May;25:1040-7.
Interested in contributing to BMJ Clinical Evidence?
Clinical Evidence (www.clinicalevidence.org) is a compendium of the best available evidence for effective health care. It is not a textbook of medicine, nor a book of guidelines. Clinical Evidence does not make recommendations; its sole aim is to present the state of the evidence and where there is no good evidence, it says so. We are currently looking to recruit new contributors, peer reviewers, and advisers. You will be a clinician preferably with an epidemiological background with experience in evidence-based practice. It is important that you understand:
x the difference between a randomised controlled trial, a cohort study, and a case control study x what makes a systematic review systematic x what is meant by relative risk, absolute risk, number needed to treat, and confidence interval, and how these are calculated x what is meant by a power calculation and how this relates to clinically important differences between interventions As an adviser you will also have considerable experience in your field of expertise at an international level, as you will be involved in commissioning authors and peer reviewers, and advising on subject coverage, etc. 
